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TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, PINT, CS, MX 

SUBJECT: IRS INTEREST IN TESTIMONY FROM VESCO ACCOMPLICES 

1 . EMBASSY HAS BEEN INFORMED BY TELEPHONE FROM IRS MEXICO 
(GEORGE BARNARD) OF IRS WASHINGTON INTEREST IN TAKING 
TESTIMONY IN COSTA RICA FROM THREE INDIVIDUALS IN A VESCO- 
RELATED CASE. WE UNDERSTAND THAT FOR THIS PURPOSE, AN IRS 
ATTORNEY IS PLANNING TO TRAVEL TO COSTA RICA AFTER JAN. 21. 


2. ACCORDING TO OUR INFORMATION FROM IRS MEXICO, THE THREE 
INDIVIDUALS MESSRS. STRAUB, STRICKLER, AND LEBLANC - HAVE 
REJECTED, THROUGH THEIR LAWYER(S), GIVING TESTIMONY HERE EITHER 
AT U.S. EMBASSY OR IN PRESENCE OF U.S. CONSULAR OFFICER. 

ALSO, ACCORDING TO IRS MEXICO, IRS WASHINGTON WILLING TO ABIDE 
BY SUBJECTS' EXPRESSED WISHES IN THIS MATTER. 

3. EMBASSY INFORMED IRS MEXICO THAT REQUESTS BY U.S. 
GOVERNMENT ENTITIES TO QUESTION INDIVIDUALS ABROAD MUST BE 
COORDINATED WITH DEPARTMENT. EMBASSY ALSO NOTED THAT 
APPROPRIATE PROCEDURE IS FOR TESTIMONY TO BE TAKEN BEFORE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SAN JO 00133 102224Z 

U.S. CONSULAR OFFICER IN EMBASSY. EMBASSY RECALLED A 
SIMILAR SITUATION IN SEPTEMBER, , 1976 INVOLVING SEC 
ATTORNEYS AND INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN VRSCO-R ELATED 
SECURITIES FRAUD (76 SAN JOSE 4752). 

4. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT MR. DAN HENRY OF IRS WASHINGTON 
IS IN CHARGE OF THIS MATTER. EMBASSY REQUESTS THAT 
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DEPARTMENT CONTACT IRS TO INSURE FULL COORDINATION 
AND NO SURPRISES. 

TODMAN 
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